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Have you prepared for grassfires 
this summer? 

Fast-running grassfires will be a risk 
across Victoria this summer, with winter 
and spring rain leading to significant 
pasture growth in paddocks and 
roadsides. 
Despite the late onset of the fire season, it’s 
important that we don’t get complacent. We 
live in one of the world’s most bushfire-
prone areas and even a normal fire season 
presents a potential high risk. We urge 
residents to prepare their properties and 

continue to keep on top of fast-growing grass. Anyone who lives in or travels through regional 
areas need to monitor conditions and have a plan for dry, hot and windy days. Remember that 
grassfires travel faster than you can run, and they jump highways, so you need to activate 
your fire plan on those high-risk days before a fire starts. 
You can keep informed through: 

VicEmergency website – emergency.vic.gov.au 
VicEmergency Hotline  - 1800 226 226 
VicEmergency app 

 
Become a volunteer Firefighter 
In December, we started taking in new members and training them up as firefighters. We had 
been at full strength for some years but now with some older members retiring to support roles 
and several leaving the area, we have vacancies for new members. This is a great way to 
make a difference in our community as well as meet new people and gain valuable skills. To 
find out more, simply drop into the station on a Sunday morning or contact us through our 
website and we will be happy to show you around and explain the steps you need to become 
one of Victoria’s volunteer firefighters. 
 
Well-equipped and ready to go! 
As we enter 2022, Maiden Gully Fire Brigade is in very good shape despite the past two years 
of COVID restrictions. We have four modern, well maintained fire vehicles and a strong 
operational membership.  COVID has not largely affected our level of training this past year 
and most members have been able to attend courses to extend their skill set. Equipment wise, 
we have installed a new weather station, replaced our aging computers, fully commissioned 
our Solar power system (see later) and replaced a very old ground monitor with a modern unit. 
What is a ground monitor you might ask? It is a volume nozzle on a stand that can be used on 
a large fire but placed well back. The stream carries to over 50m!  



New Vehicle coming! 
Our exciting news is that back in 
November, Jaclyn Symes MP (Minister 
for Emergency Services) announced 
that we will be receiving a brand-new 
Field Command Vehicle (see photo) to 
replace our old one. This is a result of 
our application through the Victorian 
Emergency Services Equipment 
Program. Based on a Ford Ranger cab-
chassis, it has a custom built back that 
enables it to be used as an Operations 
Point at larger fires. The unit will cost 

$85,000 with the Brigade providing one-third of this. We expect delivery in October and our 
fundraising efforts will all go to meeting our contribution.  

You may wish to help by buying a sausage or you can simply make a tax-deductible 
donation to the Brigade by going to our website (www.maidengullycfa.org.au) and clicking on 

the DONATIONS page. 
 
 
One year on for the Fire Station as a Power Station! 
Just over 12 months ago, our Brigade commissioned a 6.6kW solar system along with a 
13.5kWh battery. Two thirds of the cost was 
provided through the Australian Government’s 
Energy Efficient Communities Program. So, has 
this installation met expectations?  

• As a source of emergency power during 
a power outage, it has done the job very 
well. 

• The Station has become a net exporter of 
power by feeding into the grid some 
5,000 kWh of power. 

• Annual Greenhouse emissions have 
fallen from 6.1 tonnes to 2.3 tonnes.  

• In terms of reducing the energy costs, we 
have seen an 85% reduction.  

It has actually exceeded our expectations with no maintenance issues. 
 
Community Events are back! 
For the last two years, the only significant community events that our Brigade have been 
involved with have been bringing Santa and bags of lollies to the children of Maiden Gully on 
Christmas Eve. We are pleased to announce that it will at last be holding a static display and 
sausage sizzle at Maiden Gully IGA on Saturday, March 26th at IGA between 8.30am and 
1.30pm. Come along buys a sausage and talk to our volunteers about the Brigade and fire 
safety issues. 
 
Disposal of Batteries 
At present about 50 per cent of people currently put their batteries in the general waste or recycling 
bin. They should not be placed in either of these. One reason is that they may cause a fire and the 
usual recycling centres do not recycle batteries. It is important to recycle batteries as the 
commodities inside batteries are finite and valuable. Coles, Woolworths, Bunnings, Officeworks & 
Aldi have collection bins in their stores along with Council Recycling Centres. 


